Print Your Name : __________________________ 
     Date of Observation: _______________
Observing Exercise
Identifying Stars and Constellations

CONSTELLATIONS


How well do you know the night sky?  Find 12 constellations that are visible tonight and point them out to your instructor with a green laser beam.  You must accurately identify each constellation by pointing out at least three stars that are in that constellation.  List fifteen constellations visible in the night sky tonight.  You will only be required to point out 12 of these.  Use Chapter 4 of the “Stars and Planets” book to complete the column labeled “Person, Animal, Creator, or Object” in the list below.
Constellation Name


Person, Animal, Creator, or Object

       Approval

1. Orion 



__________________________________      
_______
2. Ursa Major 


__________________________________      
_______
3. Ursa Minor 


__________________________________      
_______
4. Gemini 


__________________________________      
_______
5. Taurus 


__________________________________      
_______
6. Casiopea 


__________________________________      
_______
7. Cepheus 


__________________________________      
_______
8. Lepus 


__________________________________      
_______
9. Leo 



__________________________________      
_______
10. Cancer 


__________________________________      
_______
11. Canis Major 


__________________________________      
_______
12. Canis Minor 


__________________________________      
_______
13. Perseus 


__________________________________      
_______
14. Aries 



__________________________________      
_______
15. Auriga 


__________________________________      
_______
STARS, STARS, STARS


Find 12 stars that are visible tonight and point them out to your instructor with the a green laser.  Each star must be from a different constellation.  List fifteen stars visible in the night sky tonight.  You will only be required to point out 12 of these.  The colors of stars should be white, bluish, reddish, yellowish, or orangish.

Common Star Name


Bayer Designation

       Color

Approval

1. Polaris or Kocab 

______________________________     ______________
       _______
2. Sirius  

        
______________________________     ______________
       _______
3. Betelgeuse  

          
______________________________     ______________
       _______
4. Procyon  

            ______________________________     ______________
       _______
5. Canopus  

            ______________________________     ______________
       _______
6. Dubhe or Alcor & Mizar  
______________________________     ______________
       _______
7. Regulus  


______________________________     ______________
       _______
8. Arneb (in Lepus)     

______________________________     ______________
       _______
9. Castor or Pollux 

______________________________     ______________
       _______
10. Merach (in Andromeda) 
______________________________     ______________
       _______
11. Mirfak (in Perseus) 

______________________________     ______________
       _______
12. Capella  

          
______________________________     ______________
       _______
13. Schedar  

          
______________________________     ______________
       _______
14. Aldebaran  

          
______________________________     ______________
       _______
15. Hamal (in Aries) 
  
______________________________     ______________
       _______
