Name : __________________________    




Observing Exercise #5

CCD Imaging


With the help of your instructor you will use one of the CCD cameras on the 10" or 18" telescope to image a deep sky object like a Messier or NGC object.  

(a) Using your star charts, text, and TheSky software select an object that will be relatively high in the sky during your planned observations.  

(b) This object must fit in the field of view of the CCD camera on the TheSky software.  

(c) Also find a check star within a few degrees of your object that has a magnitude between 5 and 6.  

(d) Each student will be observing a different object so have several objects in mind.  Fill in the blanks below for the object you have selected.   

Name of Celestial Object : ____________________         Check Star Name : ___________________________

Type of Object: ____________________________          Right Ascension: ____________________________

Right Ascension: ___________________________          Declination: ________________________________

Declination: _______________________________

Magnitude: _______________________________

Date : ____________________________________

Time: ____________________________________

Sky Conditions : ___________________________

Moon Phase : _____________________________

Raw Image File Name(s) : __________________________________(e.g.  WDB_1.FIT)

Dark Frame File Name(s) : __________________________________(e.g.  WDBDark1.FIT)

Flat Field File Name(s) : __________________________________(e.g.  WDBFlat1.FIT)

Processed Image File Name(s) : __________________________________(e.g.  WDB_f1.FIT)

Exposure Time(s) : __________________________________

Filter(s): __________________________________

The day after you acquire your images, the files will appear on the internet at

http://astro.phy.sfasu.edu/courses/ast305/images/
Download the software and your images from this directory and get a printout of this image.

Attach the printout to this page.  

Clear skies!

