Observations of the M42

If the Moon is not above the horizon, then observe M42 instead.  Use your text along with your observations of M42 to answer the questions below.

Right Ascension : 

_________________

Declination : 

_________________

In what constellation does M42 appear?




_________________

Name a bright star near M42 in the sky that is also on your star chart. 
_________________

Now use a 28mm and 18mm eyepiece to observe M42 and record your results below.  

What do the letters and numbers of "M42" mean?  Where did this designations come from?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

What kind of object is M42?


________________________________________

What is the apparent magnitude of M42?





_________________

Assuming that the angular field of the 28mm eyepiece on the 6" Newtonian telescope is 45 arcminutes, what is the angular size of M42?


















_________________

What is the Trapezium?

_______________________________________________________________________________









       Eyepiece Field of View

Locate the M42 in your eyepiece and center it in your

28mm eyepiece and make a sketch.

What is the cause of its cloudy appearance?

Instructors Approval: ________________

