Print Your Name : ____________________________            
     Local Date of Observation: ________________











   Local Time: ________________
Observing Exercise

Messier Objects   


Use a pencil for this exercise.  In this lab you will observe some of the objects in the Messier Catalog.  Charles Messier made the first catalog of non-stellar “fuzzy” objects during the 1770's.  He made a list of 109 such objects that he did not want to mistake for comets. These objects turned out to be star clusters, nebulae, and galaxies.

Procedure

1. Using your star charts and the list of objects in Table 12 of Stars and Planets, list the names of ten “fuzzy” objects that are above the horizon now.  
2. Make sure that you have at least two galaxies, two clusters, and two nebulae in your list.   
3. Some Messier objects are so big that they are better viewed through the finder scope rather than the eyepiece.  Indicate if the Messier object is better viewed through the finder scope or the telescope eyepiece and give a description of the object.
4. Show your instructor your Messier objects and get your instructor’s approval (signature) below.

Messier 


           

          Is it better through the finder
Number           Type 
           Telescope      scope or telescope eyepiece?  
      Magnitude       Approval ‡
_M42_    ___Nebulae___      ___8”____            ________________                _________       __________        

   Description:  __This nebula   is   illuminated  by stars within  it.                                       .   
                       Four stars make a trapezoid in the  middle                                               .   
__    _______________        ________               ________________                _________       __________        

   Description: ______________          _____________________________________________________



      ______________          _____________________________________________________

__    _______________        ________               ________________                _________       __________        

   Description: ______________          _____________________________________________________



      ______________          _____________________________________________________

Messier 


           

          Is it better through the finder
Number           Type 
           Telescope      scope or telescope eyepiece?  
      Magnitude       Approval ‡
__    _______________        ________               ________________                _________       __________        

   Description: ______________          _____________________________________________________



      ______________          _____________________________________________________

__    _______________        ________               ________________                _________       __________        

   Description: ______________          _____________________________________________________



      ______________          _____________________________________________________

__    _______________        ________               ________________                _________       __________        

   Description: ______________          _____________________________________________________



      ______________          _____________________________________________________

__    _______________        ________               ________________                _________       __________        

   Description: ______________          _____________________________________________________



      ______________          _____________________________________________________

__    _______________        ________               ________________                _________       __________        

   Description: ______________          _____________________________________________________



      ______________          _____________________________________________________

__    _______________        ________               ________________                _________       __________        

   Description: ______________          _____________________________________________________



      ______________          _____________________________________________________

__    _______________        ________               ________________                _________       __________        

   Description: ______________          _____________________________________________________



      ______________          _____________________________________________________

