Constellations – Sky Familiarization


Name:___________________________  Section:__Online___  Date: _____________

Exercise:  Sky Familiarization Part 1

1. Enter today’s date and time below.


Date: _____________________ 

Time: _____________________

2. Locate and lightly pencil in the meridian and horizons on your SFA star chart for today’s date.  Label each line (meridian, west horizon, east horizon).

3. Locate the zenith on your SFA star chart.  Mark and label this point.

4. What is the RA of your meridian for this date and time?


___________h  ___________m
5. Name three constellations that are visible on this date and time, which lie on or near your meridian.


1. ________________________


2. ________________________


3. ________________________

6. What are the names of the two constellations on the Celestial Equator farthest East and West that you can see on this date?


1. ________________________


2. ________________________


7. Name three constellations that are visible on this date and time through which the CE passes.


1. ________________________


2. ________________________


3. ________________________

8. Name three zodiacal constellations that are visible on this date and time.


1. ________________________


2. ________________________


3. ________________________

9. Find the sun's position along the ECL, interpolating if necessary, on your SFA chart.  In what constellation is the sun located?

__________________________

10. What are the coordinates of the sun? 


RA _________h _________m  
DEC ________°

11. Find the RA of the Meridian for July 11 at 11 pm.

RA
_________h _________m
Name:___________________________  Section:__Online___  Date: _____________
Part 2 Answers

1.
____________________________
2.
____________________________
3.
____________________________
4.
____________________________
5.
____________________________
6.
____________________________
7.
____________________________
8.
____________________________
9.
____________________________
10.
____________________________
11.
____________________________
12.
____________________________
13.
____________________________



14.
____________________________
15.
____________________________
16.
____________________________
17.
____________________________
18.
____________________________
19.
____________________________
20.
____________________________
21.
____________________________
22.
____________________________
23.
____________________________
24.
____________________________
25.
____________________________
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