ASTRONOMY 105.001  -  Summer I 2009
Classical and Modern Astronomy
Instructor: Dr. Dan Bruton, Department of Physics and Astronomy

Email: astro@sfasu.edu

Office Hours: MTWR 12:15-1:15PM in 322E or 315A Miller Science 

Phone: 468-2360
Class Meetings: MTWR 10:15-12:10, June 8th through July 9th, Room 323 Miller Science
Course Home Page:  www.danbruton.com/ast105  
I.  Purpose
This is a survey course that will stress the historical and descriptive aspects of our knowledge of astronomy.  The major aim will be to give each student an appreciation and understanding of the scope and content of our universe.  The methods of science will be strongly emphasized.  Topics will include: star charts, the night sky, light, telescopes, stars, galaxies, and planets.  
II.  Materials

1. The text is the 4th or 5th edition of The Essential Cosmic Perspective  by Jeff Bennett.  The readings indicated in the Course Outline on the back of this page correspond to chapters from this text and should be read prior to discussion of the material in class.  New books will include a “personal access kit” for the www.MasteringAstronomy.com web site that contains optional example multiple choice questions.  You can purchase the personal access kit online if you have a used book. 
2. We will us a clicker (electronic transmitter) for your in-class participation grade.  
3. AST 105L, the Astronomy Laboratory is a co-requisite and a new edition of the lab manual is available in the bookstore.

III.  Exams

There will be four major exams, each covering a limited amount of lecture and text material. The final exam will not be comprehensive.  The dates of these exams are listed in the course outline on the back of this page.  The exams are multiple-choice with about 50 questions.  Each student must provide a SCANTRON form number 882-ES in order to take each exam.  Students will have three class days after each exam to review the exams and discuss the grades.  No make-up exams will be given except in the case of an excused absence.  A written and signed notice is required for an excused absence within three days of the exam.  Any makeup exam must be taken within three class days of the missed exam or a grade of zero will be recorded.  The makeup exams may be fill-in-the-blank or essay exams rather than multiple-choice exams.  
IV.   In-Class Participation Grade

Attendance will be taken using the clicker or other methods on most days during the first 60 seconds of class and throughout the class time.   To make sure that you are going to arrive to class on time you can set your watch here: http://www.time.gov/.   During class, we will engage in discussions and occasional activities using clicker technology (PRS, Presentation Response System).  Participation in these activities will form part of your final grade.  You cannot earn ‘class participation’ points if you don’t have a clicker.  Do not let anyone else use your clicker.  If you are observed using two clickers you will receive no credit for the ‘In-Class Participation Grade’ portion of your final grade.  These devices are used to allow you to show your participation in the class.  Therefore if you leave class after answering a clicker question it will result in a zero for that participation grade.   The lowest 2 clicker grades will be dropped.  If you are absent, late for class, or forget your clicker then you will get a zero for the participation grade for that day – but those days can be part of the clicker grades that are dropped.
V. Homework
For each day of class there will be homework questions from each chapter.   The due dates for these questions are located on the course calendar as “Ch.1”, “Ch. 2”, etc.
VI. Grading

Each major exam will be graded on a 100-point scale.  The lecture and lab grades will be combined as shown below and the same grade will be recorded for both lecture and lab. 

Course Average = 0.70 ( (Exam Average) 

                                   + 0.05 x (In-Class Participation Grade) 

                            + 0.25 ( (Lab Average)

This means that all exams (including the final) are weighted equally, and the lecture portion of the course accounts for 75% of the total grade.  The cutoffs for each letter grade are firm.  No ‘extra credit’ work will be assigned to individuals.  

A    90.0 - 100          B    80.0 - 89.9         C    70.0 - 79.9            D    60.0 - 69.9            F    < 60.0
VII.  Classroom Policies 

For the benefit of your fellow students and your instructor, you are expected to practice common courtesy with regard to all course interactions.  For example:

· Be considerate toward your classmates and instructor and arrive to class on time.    

· Do not leave class early and do not rustle papers in preparation to leave before class is dismissed without speaking with your instructor first.
· Avoid classroom distractions. Be attentive in class: stay awake, do not text, read magazines or newspapers, or cause other distractions. 

· If you are late to class or must leave early please inform your instructor in advance (enter or leave quietly, don’t walk across the front of the classroom (use the side aisles) and don’t walk in front of the projector). 

· Cell phones, pagers and other communication devices must be turned off during class.  These can be classroom distractions.  Using one of these devices during class will result in a zero for the corresponding participation grade.
VIII.  Email Communications 

Make sure you always use your SFA e-mail account for network correspondence.   Messages from your instructor will be sent to your SFA email account periodically.  To get a free SFA email account go to https://apache.sfasu.edu/accountman/.   You may forward e-mail from your SFA e-mail address to another address of your choice. To do this use this link: https://apache.sfasu.edu/accountman/mailindex.html 

IX.  Academic Integrity (A-9.1)

Academic integrity is a responsibility of all university faculty and students. Faculty members promote academic integrity in multiple ways including instruction on the components of academic honesty, as well as abiding by university policy on penalties for cheating and plagiarism. 

Definition of Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty includes both cheating and plagiarism. Cheating includes but is not limited to (1) using or attempting to use unauthorized materials to aid in achieving a better grade on a component of a class (homework, clicker, exams, lecture or lab); (2) the falsification or invention of any information, including citations, on an assigned exercise; and/or (3) helping or attempting to help another in an act of cheating or plagiarism. Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own. Examples of plagiarism are (1) submitting an assignment as if it were one's own work when, in fact, it is at least partly the work of another; (2) submitting a work that has been purchased or otherwise obtained from an Internet source or another source; and (3) incorporating the words or ideas of an author into one's paper without giving the author due credit.

Please read the complete policy at http://www.sfasu.edu/policies/academic_integrity.asp 
Penalties may include no credit or failure in the course.
X.  Withheld Grades Semester Grades Policy (A-54) 

Ordinarily, at the discretion of the instructor of record and with the approval of the academic chair/director, a grade of WH will be assigned only if the student cannot complete the course work because of unavoidable circumstances. Students must complete the work within one calendar year from the end of the semester in which they receive a WH, or the grade automatically becomes an F. If students register for the same course in future terms the WH will automatically become an F and will be counted as a repeated course for the purpose of computing the grade point average.

The circumstances precipitating the request must have occurred after the last day in which a student could withdraw from a course.  Students requesting a WH must be passing the course with a minimum projected grade of C. 

XI.  Students with Disabilities

To obtain disability related accommodations, alternate formats and/or auxiliary aids, students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS), Human Services Building, and Room 325, 468-3004 / 468-1004 (TDD) as early as possible in the semester.  Once verified, ODS will notify the course instructor and outline the accommodation and/or auxiliary aids to be provided.  Failure to request services in a timely manner may delay your accommodations. For additional information, go to http://www.sfasu.edu/disabilityservices/.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Tentative Course Outline

Jun. 8 Jun. 9 Jun. 10 Jun. 11 Jun. 12

Summer I 2009

Ch. 1 Ch. 2 Ch. 3 Ch. 4

Lab 1 Lab 2 Lab 3

EXAM I

Jun. 15 Jun. 16 Jun. 17 Jun. 18 Jun. 19

Chapter 1 Our Place in the Universe

Exam I Ch. 5 Ch. 5 Ch. 10

Chapter 2 Discovering the Universe Yourself

Lab 4 Lab 5 Lab 6

Chapter 3 The Science of Astronomy

Jun. 22 Jun. 23 Jun. 24 Jun. 25 Jun. 26

Chapter 4 Making Sense of the Universe

Ch. 11 Exam II Ch. 12 Ch. 13

Lab 7 Lab 8 Lab 9

Jun. 29 Jun. 30 Jul. 1 Jul. 2 Jul. 3

Ch. 14 Ch. 15 Exam III Ch. 6

EXAM II

Lab 10 Lab 11 Lab Exam

Chapter 4 Making Sense of the Universe

Jul. 6 Jul. 7 Jul. 8 Jul. 9 Jul. 10

Chapter 5 Light: The Cosmic Messenger

Ch. 7 Ch. 8 Ch. 9 Final Exam

Chapter 10 Our Star, The Sun

Chapter 11 Survey of the Stars

EXAM III

Chapter 12 Star Stuff

Things to bring to lab:

Chapter 13 The Bizarre Stellar Graveyard Lab Manual

Chapter 14 Our Galaxy Calculator

Chapter 15 A Universe of Galaxies Clipboard

FINAL EXAM Things to bring to class:

Chapter 6 Our Solar System Text

Chapter 7 The Terrestrial Worlds Scantrons (882-ES)

Chapter 8 Jovian Planet Systems

Chapter 9 Remnants of Rock and Ice



Student Information

Department of Physics and Astronomy

Course__________________________  Lecture Section_____  Lab Section____

Semester and Year_______________ Professor_________________________________

Classification:     FR        SO        JR        SR      Other_________________   (Circle One)         

Major_________________  Minor_______________  

Reason for taking this course:_______________________________________________ 

    ______________________________________________________________________

Have you completed any college math courses yet?  _______  If so, how many? _____

Have you had any physics courses? __________________________________________

Seat Number: ________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

In order to receive information concerning my grade in this course for the ______________semester of 20___, at Stephen F. Austin State University, my signature below indicates that I give permission to _______________________________to post by my campus ID number all test scores and grades made in the above course.

Student’s Name (print): ____________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________________

CID#:_________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________



















